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Dear Friends:
The Welcoming Committee is pleased to report that it has been a productive
summer. Our new website is up, our committee has added a new member (Welcome,
Andrea Hamlin) and we had a successful “Newcomers and Young Adults” Party at mine
and Lizzy’s house in early June. The Newcomers Party, which took place on June 2nd,
was a success in that at least 50 people showed up and we had a great time, but I must
admit, I wish we had more “recruits”. Last year, we had at least 5 nonmembers attend
and we found out afterwards that the party gave reason for at least 2 of the 5 to join the
church. We at the welcoming committee will put more focus on recruiting in the future.
It is our opinion that these events are the best opportunities to recruit new members. I
have learned that when people find out how laid back and “real” we are, they like it; it’s
different. A relaxed setting like a party is the best place to show off our laid-back
approach. To the best of my knowledge, so far this summer we have only had one
recorded “prospect” attend service, but summer is always slow. Although I have not yet
confirmed this and I am sure that Angelina Vaquera-Linke, who heads up our recruiting
efforts, has already contacted them and fired them up. Anyway, that’s about it. Thanks
for reading.

Best Regards,
Bob Caperton,

Welcoming Committee Vestryperson

JUST A FEW MORE WEEKS TO
FINISH THIS PROJECT!!! PLEASE DONATE
SOON AND THANK YOU TO THOSE WHO ALREADY HAVE!!

Supplies for
Newcomer Academy
St. Mark’s is once again taking donations of school supplies for the students at
Newcomer Academy. Please bring supplies to the bin in the parish office by
September 9th. There will be copies of the supply list in the church office and
the narthex of the church. Teachers and students at Newcomer are so grateful
for your help and donations of new, unused school supplies.
Here is the list of new supplies that are needed Expo Dry Erase Markers
Composition Books
Pencils—writing pencils and colored pencils
Individual pencil sharpeners
One-inch Three-Ring Binders
Book bags
Gift cards for Walmart
If you would like to donate Gift Cards instead of school supplies this year, teachers may
shop for their classrooms with these. You may leave these in the parish offices with Curry.
We will be delivering the supplies in late September. Thank you for your generosity!

August 27th - St. Mark’s Preschool back in session
September 8th - Adult Education Returns along with the
Blessing of the Backpacks, Vestry Installation,
and 2nd Sunday Potluck

TWO NOTES, To the Entire Parish of St. Mark’s:
I want to thank all of you for the prayers for my health
issues. I was diagnosed with a gall bladder problem that 4
doctors said would require extensive surgery involving my
colon. I am 82 and I knew that would really be hard on
me. I asked the prayer chain, St. Mark’s members, friends,
strangers, etc. to pray for me. When I met with the surgeon,
Dr. James Gable, he explained how serious my condition
was and I replied that all I knew to do was to pray to Jesus
and God. When I came out of surgery, Dr. Gable walked up
to me and said “well, your prayers worked.” I had the easier
surgery and am doing very well.
He said they can’t
understand why I did not need the extreme surgery, but I
do.
God Bless and thank you for your prayers and support,
Jane Harrell

Saint of the Week
Bernard of Clairvaux - Abbot, Theologian, Poet
On August 20, we
celebrate the life of one
of the great church
leaders of the Middle
Ages.
Bernard of
Clairvaux was born in
Burgundy, France in
1090 of a noble family.
He was destined from
his youth to be a scholar
but decided to enter the
monastery of Citeaux at
the age of 22. This
monastery was the
founding house of the
Cistercian order, an
offshoot
of
the
Benedictine
Order.
After 3 years, the abbot ordered Bernard to take 12 monks and
start a new community at Clairvaux. After a difficult start, Clairvaux
thrived as the first of 60 Cistercian monasteries that Bernard
established. Bernard became involved in papal politics in a
disputed papal election. He mustered support for Pope Innocent II
and denounced his rival for persecuting the Jews. Bernard also
got into a dispute with Peter Abelard, a brilliant theologian of his
day. In 1144, the Pope ordered Bernard to preach a crusade.
Bernard was incredibly successful in getting men to join the
crusade, but the Second Crusade was a disaster. Of the 100,000 to
1,500,000 soldiers who set out for Jerusalem, most died of
starvation and disease before ever reaching the Holy Land. Most
of the ones that made it, were soon killed or captured. Bernard
died on August 20, 1153. He is remembered for his devotion to
Mary and his devotional writing that are still read today.

Nature Note
Have You Seen Any Toads Recently?

You may have grown up calling them hop toads or toad-frogs.
They are the amphibians with rough dry skin that live on land. I
used to see several around my patio and garden. I remember
one toad that spent the day wallowed in a flower pot on my patio.
Like clockwork, he would move from pot to pot. I haven’t seen or
heard a toad for at least 5 years. All amphibians are declining in
numbers. This is due partly to increased air and water pollution
and the fact that amphibians breathe partly through their skin.
Amphibians (toads, frogs, and salamanders) have small lungs so
they also use their thin skin and mouth lining to absorb oxygen.
All amphibians begin life in the water. The male toad finds a
shallow mud puddle or pool and trills a loud call. The females
come and lay eggs which the male fertilizes. Male toads are
usually smaller than the females and have a purple chin. The
eggs, which are laid in long strands, hatch in 3-12 days. The
tadpoles become toads in about 2 months. This metamorphosis
is truly amazing! The eyes move from the side of the head to the
top. Lungs develop and gills disappear. The digestive system
changes from the long vegetarian to the short carnivorous
system. The heart changes from a 2 chamber fish-like heart to a
3 chamber heart. The legs develop and the tail is absorbed. And
all this while the tadpole is actively swimming around. Tadpoles
feed on algae but adult toads feed on earthworms and insects, so
they are valuable to have around your house. Toads don’t give
you warts BUT they secrete a milky substance from the large
“warts” that will burn skin and eyes. So wash your hands but
protect and enjoy any toads you find.

MUELLER REPORT ON SATAN & ST. MARK’S ADULT ED
The Episcopal Church recently directed Episcopalian Robert Mueller to investigate
alleged interference by Satan of attendance at Adult Education Sunday School at St.
Mark’s & if the
Sunday School leader colluded with Satan.
The Report:
Mueller: “Did you interfere with attendance at St. Mark’s Adult Sunday
by tempting people not to come?”
Satan: “Of course I did. I’m Satan, this is what I do & will
continue.”
Mueller: “Did the current Sunday School leader collude with you?”
Satan:
“Are you kidding? I don’t need that guy’s or anyone else’s
This is one of the easiest tasks I have.”

School

help.

The investigation was completed in five minutes.
There is no indication of the leader’s reaction or opinion of the investigation as
he doesn’t have a Twitter account.

ADULT EDUCATION IS COMING SEPTEMBER 8.

August 2019
Sunday, August 18 - Pentecost 10
8:00 am Holy Eucharist Rite I
10:30 am Holy Eucharist Rite II

Sunday, August 25- Pentecost 11
8:00 am Holy Eucharist Rite I
10:30 am Holy Eucharist Rite II
Office Hours:
Monday, August 19
Offices Closed - volunteer only
9:00am - 12:00pm
Tuesday - Friday, Aug. 20 - 23
10:00 am - 4:00 pm

Church Staff
Interim Rector
Rev. Susan Butler
Organist/Choir Director
Beth Nichols
Parish Administrator
Curry McClurken
Preschool Director
Laura Bock
Vestry
Adult Formation
Jan Littell
jlittell01012@gmail.com

We celebrate the lives that make up the
community of St. Mark’s Church.

Happy Birthday
August 19 - 25
Rhenda Spence

John Schwenn

Martha Wassum

Emerson Sneary

Bryan Beckler

Alex Semeratedu

Children and Youth Formation
Adam Davenport, Co-Chair
adam.jason.davenport@gmail.com
Juli Hayes, Co-Chair
adawgfan@optilink.us
Finance
Jim Halverson
Jim.halverson@regions.com
Jr. Warden
Jan Littell
jlittell01012@gmail.com
Outreach
Adam Davenport, Co-Chair
adam.jason.davenport@gmail.com
Juli Hayes, Co-Chair
adawgfan@optilink.us
Parish Life
Deb Hull
deborahmariehull@gmail.com

Stewardship Report

Property & Grounds
Rick Jackson
ricky,martha,jackson@gmail.com

Giving for week ending 8/11/19:
Weekly Giving
Total Giving for August
MTD Budgeted for August
Difference for August
YTD Budgeted
YTD Giving
YTD Difference

Pastoral Care
Sally Little
little.sally1@gmail.com

$ 11,474.48
$ 16,226.48
$ 12,500.00
$
3,726.48
$ 200,000.00
$ 187,334.52
$ (12,665.48)

Thank you for your generosity and support for the
work of God here at St. Mark’s!

Sr. Warden
Rick Powell
rpowell_pts@yahoo.com
Stewardship
Rick Powell
rpowell_pts@yahoo.com
Welcoming
Bob Caperton
bob@barrettproperties.com
Worship
Marilyn Lance
lancemarilyn@yahoo.com

Intercessory Prayer List – August 2019
(Parishioners indicated by *)
*Geneva Albertson
*Joan Anderson
*Walter Arms
*William Brammer
*Max Buckner

Kelly Allgood

James Lambert

Mary Schaugh

*Jon Burchfield

Thad Arms

Austin Lansing

Edwina Schwegmann

*Tracey Burke

Bobby Ray Armstrong

Becky Lewis

John Sewell

*Patti and Gary Cole

Lynn Bailey

Hannah Locke and family

Mac Starr

Jean Bivens

Jim Lord

Laura Stephens

Brenda

Melinda Lukei

Terese

Maxine Broeker

Reese Lukei

Bailey Underwood

Margie Bruner

Ann Lumpkin

Christine Williams

Mary Bucy

Minnie Marsh

Bradley Wilson

Marita Cantrell

Steve Masingill

Melanie Wilson

Ron Cantrell

Bridget McClure

Jason Yates

Judith Catalano

Maryanne McDaniel

Carole Cook

Michelle

Crystal

Esme Miller

Jack Dale

Teresa Mitchell

Debbie

Charlie Neal

William Edwards

Rebekah Nichols

Janelle Fergueson

Billy Nimmons

Phil Gailey

Jeremy Norton

Colleen Halverson

Martha Painter

Harrison

Mary Elizabeth Paris

Mary Haughie

Randy Perry

Janet Hayes

Steve Plott

Tasha Hemphill

Diana Poarch

Hyde Family

Michelle Pritchett

Katherine Kelehear

Shirley Puckett

Beverly Kellett

Bob Rodric

Aaron Kitchings

Sarah

*Cathie Cope
*Nola Culverson
*Lisa Dinverno
*Melba Greene
*Scott Hamlin
*Carolyn Hawkins
*Brenda Hoffmeyer
*Jacob Jones
*Steve Jordan Family
Emilie Leyssens
*Jan Littell
*Sandy Martin
*Norman McCoy
*Kim Miller
*Teresa Noble
*Alice Oosterhoudt
*Ethel Rutledge
*John Schwenn
*Doris Shoemaker
*Bernadette Smith
*Pete Smith & Family
*Mary Squires
*Carol Taylor
*Virginia Weaver
*Roger Williams
*Terry & Celia Williams

