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Dear Friends:

Everyday Angels !

Years back some of you may remember we hosted a community fundraiser, don’t remember for what,
by putting on a concert at the Wink Theater. The headliner was Radney Foster, an American singer songwriter and music producer that if I remember correctly, attended The University Of The South at
Sewanee. Most will remember him as half of the late 80’s popular country music duo, Foster & Lloyd.
What I remember most, along with a string of top 40 hits he performed, was a song he did titled
“Everyday Angels”. It is a ballad praising folks “just like you and me” that give of themselves selflessly
in the service to others. Part of the chorus went:
“Everyday angels, The kind without wings,
Walking around in this world, Just like you and me”
In the short time I have been privileged to serve as your vestry representative for Property & Grounds I
have met and had the opportunity to work alongside a few Everyday Angels here at St. Mark’s. Folks
who just do what needs to be done without any thought of reward or recognition. Folks that consider
it an honor and privilege to serve the people of St. Mark’s. Folks that honor GOD with their hard
work and stewardship of our building and grounds. I will not name these Everyday Angels, some I
couldn’t anyway. They would all probability be embarrassed if I did. But I would like to call your
attention to some of their work. Have you noticed how sparkling clean the walks around the church
and the courtyard are? How neatly trimmed and healthy the trees around our grounds look? The
landscaping on the north bank? The greenspace between the church and the Georgian apartments?
The lighting in the sanctuary? The great repair work on the loose bricks at the end of the eastern
walk? How beautiful and well kept the memorial garden is? The park like woods along Emery St.?
The beautiful and clean preschool playground?
These are just a few of the many things, I’m sure you can name others, that our Everyday Angels do for
our church and for us that we might have a calming and sacred place to gather, worship and celebrate
GOD.
If you so happen to know, or find out who these Everyday Angels are, give’em a hug and a big thank
you. Or better yet, join them.

Best Regards,

Rick Jackson
Vestryperson for Buildings & Grounds

JUST A FEW MORE WEEKS TO
FINISH THIS PROJECT!!! PLEASE DONATE
SOON AND THANK YOU TO THOSE WHO ALREADY HAVE!!

Supplies for
Newcomer Academy
St. Mark’s is once again taking donations of school supplies for the students at
Newcomer Academy. Please bring supplies to the bin in the parish office by
September 9th. There will be copies of the supply list in the church office
and the narthex of the church. Teachers and students at Newcomer are so
grateful for your help and donations of new, unused school supplies.
Here is the list of new supplies that are needed Expo Dry Erase Markers
Composition Books
Pencils—writing pencils and colored pencils
Individual pencil sharpeners
One-inch Three-Ring Binders
Book bags
Gift cards for Walmart
If you would like to donate Gift Cards instead of school supplies this year, teachers may
shop for their classrooms with these. You may leave these in the parish offices with Curry.
We will be delivering the supplies in late September. Thank you for your generosity!

August 27th - St. Mark’s Preschool back in session
September 8th - Adult Education Returns along with the Blessing of the Backpacks, Vestry
Installation, and 2nd Sunday Potluck
September 28th - Hug Your Church Day
October 6th - Blessing of the Animals and Octoberfest with The Sneary Family Band playing

TWO NOTES, To the Entire Parish of St. Mark’s:
I want to thank all of you for the prayers for my health
issues. I was diagnosed with a gall bladder problem that 4
doctors said would require extensive surgery involving my
colon. I am 82 and I knew that would really be hard on
me. I asked the prayer chain, St. Mark’s members, friends,
strangers, etc. to pray for me. When I met with the surgeon,
Dr. James Gable, he explained how serious my condition
was and I replied that all I knew to do was to pray to Jesus
and God. When I came out of surgery, Dr. Gable walked up
to me and said “well, your prayers worked.” I had the easier
surgery and am doing very well.
He said they can’t
understand why I did not need the extreme surgery, but I
do.
God Bless and thank you for your prayers and support,
Jane Harrell

Saint of the Week
Augustine of Hippo, Bishop and Theologian

This week we look at the life of another early church figure from North Africa.
Augustine was born in what is today Algeria in 354. His mother was a Christian and
his father a pagan, probably from the Berber tribe. Augustine was a rather wild
teenager, taking a mistress who bore him an illegitimate son. He studied in Carthage,
taking an interest in philosophy, rhetoric and Latin. In his late 20’s, Augustine left
North Africa for Rome. He prospered in Rome and eventually was appointed chief
professor of rhetoric for the city of Milan. In Milan, Augustine met Bishop Ambrose,
who was able to answer his many questions about Christianity. So Augustine
converted to Christianity in 386 and was baptized by Bishop Ambrose at Easter 387
AD. Augustine returned to Africa and was ordained a priest in 391. Five years later he
was consecrated Bishop of Hippo, a coastal city in what is today Algeria. Augustine is
known for his vast written output. His 3 most well known works are: Confessions, The
City of God, and On the Trinity. Near the end of his life, the barbarian Vandals invaded
North Africa. As the Vandals were capturing Hippo, Augustine died on August 28, 430
AD. In 1244, the Order of Saint Augustine was established in Italy to follow the rules
set out by Augustine in the 5th century.

The Daughters of the King will meet in
the Library this Sunday, August 25th
after the 10:30 service. Anyone
interested in joining our meeting is
welcome to attend.

Government Investigates St. Mark’s Sunday School
As part of on-going investigations of potential domestic terrorism,
the National Security Agency created a joint force of the F.B.I., C.I.A., A.T.F.,
Homeland Security, I.C.E. & selected local agencies, to investigate participants of
St. Mark’s Adult Sunday School. The investigation found no indication of Muslim
terrorists, Black extremists, drug cartel affiliations, illegal immigrants, white supremist
or freshmen representatives among the members. The top official of the N.S.A.
commented, “The members of St. Mark’s Sunday School are the
smartest, best looking & nicest individuals we have ever encountered.
We wish we could participate in a group like that.”

ADULT EDUCATION IS COMING SEPTEMBER 8.

Nature Note
Kudzu is Blooming
Everyone in the South knows kudzu vine, but
did you know that kudzu has clusters of
purple flowers that smell like grapes? It is not
as easy this year to see the flowers at St.
Mark’s, since we had the kudzu cut way back
in the gully west of the parish hall. The vines
are slowly creeping back out of the gully so
we will have to cut them back every year.
Kudzu is an incredibly vigorous vine that can
grow 1 foot a day and 100 feet a year. It was
brought to the U.S.A. from Japan for an expo in 1876 where it was an interesting
novelty. The U.S. Department of Agriculture began planting kudzu in the South in the
1930’s to stop soil erosion and provide nutritious fodder for livestock. Kudzu is a
legume that has bacteria on the roots that can convert nitrogen gas in the air to nitrogen
compounds plants can use. Kudzu is so good at fixing nitrogen that it may be
contributing to nitrous oxide air pollution! It is difficult to control kudzu. Goats love the
foliage but they can only eat so much. Deer and groundhogs love kudzu too but, it dies
back in the winter when deer need the food the most. Humans can use kudzu too. The
tender leaves taste like snow peas. In Japan, starch is extracted from the large roots
and used as a thickening in cooking. The vines can be woven into baskets. Fibers from
the stem are used to make beautiful cloth and wall hangings. In the Orient, kudzu is an
important medicinal plant. For more information, The Book of Kudzu is available on
Amazon.

Are you ready to serve as a
volunteer for Pastoral Care but
would like some guidance on how??
Then join me at the
Stephen Ministry Workshop
Sat. September, 7 (9:00-1:00) at First
Presbyterian Church, Chattanooga, TN
A Half-Day Workshop Featuring:
Session 1: Ministering to Those Experiencing Grief
Session 2: An Introduction to Stephen Ministry
Session 3: How to Care in a Distinctively Christian Way
Stephen Ministry Introductory Workshop
Are there hurting people in your church or community whose needs are going unmet?

Can you imagine the difference it would make to have 10 or 20 lay caregivers in your church
who are well-trained and ready to respond to people in need? More than 13,000 churches
have learned an effective, proven strategy for equipping laypeople to provide high-quality,
distinctively Christian care. This workshop is an excellent opportunity for church leaders and
other members to learn about the Stephen Series, a ministry system that equips and mobilizes
laypeople for effective caring ministry.
Practical Ministry Skills
At the workshop, you will experience a sample of the training Stephen Ministers (lay
caregivers) receive, and you will take home practical knowledge and skills on “Ministering to
Those Experiencing Grief” and “How to Care in a Distinctively Christian Way.” You will also
learn why churches from more than 150 different Christian denominations use the Stephen
Series for training and organizing laypeople for one-to-one caring ministry.
A Highly Affordable Workshop

The cost of the workshop is $15 per person or $50 for a group of four or more from the same
congregation. For more information:

please contact Sally Little (706) 537-9550

August/September 2019
Sunday, August 25 - Pentecost 11
8:00 am Holy Eucharist Rite I
10:30 am Holy Eucharist Rite II

Sunday, September 1- Pentecost 12
8:00 am Holy Eucharist Rite I
10:30 am Holy Eucharist Rite II
Office Hours:
Monday, August 26
Offices Closed - volunteer only
9:00am - 12:00pm
Tuesday - Friday, Aug. 27 - 30
10:00 am - 4:00 pm

Church Staff
Interim Rector
Rev. Susan Butler
Organist/Choir Director
Beth Nichols
Parish Administrator
Curry McClurken
Preschool Director
Laura Bock
Vestry

We celebrate the lives that make up the
community of St. Mark’s Church.

Happy Birthday
August 26 - September 1
Bonnie Smail
Allison Hamlin

Wade Barron

George Woodward

Brenda Hoffmeyer

Sue Woodward

John Barron

Nathan Vaquera-Linke

Heath Ewton

Paula Gallman

Adult Formation
Jan Littell
jlittell01012@gmail.com
Children and Youth Formation
Adam Davenport, Co-Chair
adam.jason.davenport@gmail.com
Juli Hayes, Co-Chair
adawgfan@optilink.us
Finance
Jim Halverson
Jim.halverson@regions.com
Jr. Warden
Jan Littell
jlittell01012@gmail.com
Outreach
Adam Davenport, Co-Chair
adam.jason.davenport@gmail.com
Juli Hayes, Co-Chair
adawgfan@optilink.us
Parish Life
Deb Hull
deborahmariehull@gmail.com

Stewardship Report
Giving for week ending 8/18/19:
Weekly Giving
Total Giving for August
MTD Budgeted for August
Difference for August
YTD Budgeted
YTD Giving
YTD Difference

$ 5,507.00
$ 21,733.48
$ 18,750.00
$
2,983.48
$ 206,250.00
$ 192,841.52
$ (13,408.48)

Thank you for your generosity and support for the
work of God here at St. Mark’s!

Pastoral Care
Sally Little
little.sally1@gmail.com
Property & Grounds
Rick Jackson
ricky,martha,jackson@gmail.com
Sr. Warden
Rick Powell
rpowell_pts@yahoo.com
Stewardship
Rick Powell
rpowell_pts@yahoo.com
Welcoming
Bob Caperton
bob@barrettproperties.com
Worship
Marilyn Lance
lancemarilyn@yahoo.com

Intercessory Prayer List – August 2019
(Parishioners indicated by *)
*Geneva Albertson
*Joan Anderson
*Walter Arms
*William Brammer
*Max Buckner

Kelly Allgood

James Lambert

Mary Schaugh

*Jon Burchfield

Thad Arms

Austin Lansing

Edwina Schwegmann

*Tracey Burke

Bobby Ray Armstrong

Becky Lewis

John Sewell

*Patti and Gary Cole

Lynn Bailey

Hannah Locke and family

Mac Starr

Jean Bivens

Jim Lord

Laura Stephens

Brenda

Melinda Lukei

Terese

Maxine Broeker

Reese Lukei

Bailey Underwood

Margie Bruner

Ann Lumpkin

Christine Williams

Mary Bucy

Minnie Marsh

Bradley Wilson

Marita Cantrell

Steve Masingill

Melanie Wilson

Ron Cantrell

Bridget McClure

Jason Yates

Judith Catalano

Maryanne McDaniel

Carole Cook

Michelle

Crystal

Esme Miller

Jack Dale

Teresa Mitchell

Debbie

Charlie Neal

William Edwards

Rebekah Nichols

Janelle Fergueson

Billy Nimmons

Phil Gailey

Jeremy Norton

Colleen Halverson

Martha Painter

Harrison

Mary Elizabeth Paris

Mary Haughie

Randy Perry

Janet Hayes

Steve Plott

Tasha Hemphill

Diana Poarch

Hyde Family

Michelle Pritchett

Katherine Kelehear

Shirley Puckett

Beverly Kellett

Bob Rodric

Aaron Kitchings

Sarah

*Cathie Cope
*Nola Culverson
*Lisa Dinverno
*Melba Greene
*Scott Hamlin
*Carolyn Hawkins
*Brenda Hoffmeyer
*Jacob Jones
*Steve Jordan Family
Emilie Leyssens
*Jan Littell
*Sandy Martin
*Norman McCoy
*Kim Miller
*Teresa Noble
*Alice Oosterhoudt
*Ethel Rutledge
*John Schwenn
*Doris Shoemaker
*Bernadette Smith
*Pete Smith & Family
*Mary Squires
*Carol Taylor
*Virginia Weaver
*Roger Williams
*Terry & Celia Williams

