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Dear Friends,
Ashes and Lent
Lent began a few days ago with Ash Wednesday. In the Old Testament ashes were
used for 2 purposes: as a sign of humility and mortality, and as a sign of sorrow and
repentance for sin. On the first day of Lent many Western Christians receive ashes on the
head. The practice began in the 6th century with Pope Gregory the Great and was
recorded as a practice in the Anglo-Saxon church in the 10th century. The ashes come
from the burning of the blessed palms from the previous year and are usually marked as
a cross on the forehead. Since 2007, some members of major Christian denominations in
the United States, including Episcopalians, Catholics, Lutherans, and Methodists have
participated in “Ashes to Go” activities. Clergy go to public places to distribute ashes to
passers-by. With Ash Wednesday we begin the 40 days of Lent to commemorate the time
Jesus spent in the wilderness preparing for his ministry. The number 40 is found many
times in the Bible. In last week’s Old Testament reading Moses spent 40 days and nights
with God on Mount Horeb before he brought down the tablets with the Ten
Commandments. During this 40 days before Easter converts were prepared for baptism
and sinners were restored to the Church. (If you are trying to make the numbers work,
Lent begins on Ash Wednesday and ends Maundy Thursday. Sundays are not counted.)
The period of preparation and fasting before Easter was probably observed since
Apostolic times, but was not formalized until the First Council of Nicaea in 325. You will
see some changes at St. Mark’s during Lent. Purple is the liturgical color. Altar flowers
are omitted. The Gloria and Alleluias are put to rest until the glorious celebration of
Easter. Extra time for prayer is offered in the form of Evening Prayer every day at 6:15
PM. So draw nearer to God during this season of Lent.

Marilyn Lance
Vestry person for Worship
and Music

Shrove Tuesday Rocked!!!
Well we might not have rocked Tuesday night, but we sure enjoyed some great
gospel music from the combined Bethel AME and St. Mark’s choirs and the talented musicians. Thanks to all the folks who came out to enjoy a really fun evening.
A special thanks to Beth Nichols, the choir members and the band for the hard
work they put into making the Mardi Gras Service such a wonderful event!

And what would the service be if our littles ones didn’t participate in their own special way!!! Thanks to Amanda, Jaime
and Niki for help with the little kiddos.

The Pancake Supper was a perfect way to finish off the evening! The Parish Hall
looked so festive thanks to the hard work of the St. Mark’s Official Decorating Crew of
Deloris Hefner, Jon Burchfield and Peggy McGath. And we sure couldn’t do it without
the help of all the cooks and servers. Thanks to the first shift of cooks who made the
Parish Hall smell so wonderful with all that bacon and sausage. Justin Witt and Brian
Beckler did a fabulous job of cooking a lot of pancakes that some pretty talented servers loaded our plates!

Mark your calendar for next
year’s Shrove Tuesday on Febru16th.
You don’t want to miss all the
fun!!!

ary

Opportunity for Adult Formation during Lent at
The Thorne Sparkman School of Religion at St. Paul's
Episcopal Church in Chattanooga
The early followers of Jesus fashioned the season of Lent as an
intentional time of spiritual practice and devotion to prepare for
the Resurrection of Christ at Easter and the baptism of new
believers.
Thorne Sparkman offers an opportunity to join Christians across
time and space in renewing our commitment to growing in
knowledge and love of God through learning, study, selfexamination, and meditation on the Scriptures in a community
devoted to excellence in scholarship and a lively faith for the good
of all creation.
Registration for the School includes all five classes. Eucharist
begins at 5:15 each evening, dinner will begin at 5:45 and will
feature a vegetarian and meat option. Speakers will begin at
6:30.
March 4 - Bishop Phoebe Roaf
March 11 - Rev. Dr. Gary Mason
March 18 - Fran McKendree
March 25 - Rev. Dr. Laura Winner
April 1 - Bishop Brian Cole
To order your tickets ($30 for all the sessions, $30 for all 5
meals) call the church at 423-266-8195 or register online here.

Week 2

This just in from Pastoral Care Vestry chair Sally Little:

Blue Ridge Book of the
Month Club Outreach,
thank you cards from Blue
Ridge students!

From Family Crisis Center
Outreach: Valentine
goodies for the ladies who
are shelter clients:

For more information contact Juli Hayes at 706-217-9519

Thursday, February 27th
through
Thursday, April 8th
Every Evening at 6:15pm

STATIONS OF THE CROSS
fRIDAY, February 28th
through
FRIDAY, April 3RD Every FRIdAY at 12:15pm

Visiting Clergy for upcoming weeks:
March 1st

Rev. Perry Scruggs

March 8th

Rev. Perry Scruggs

March 15th
March 22nd
March 29th

STAY TUNED for more………...

SUNDAY SCHOOL
"BARGAINING WITH GOD, LET'S MAKE A DEAL"
Classes at 9 & 9:45 in the Parish Hall.
Are all invited and Youth Are Welcome
Refreshments Provided By Daughters Of the King

Preschooler Spotlight

My name is Mateo. I am three years old. I love animals!
Making animals sounds is fun!

Nature Note by Marilyn Lance
The Bradford Pear Trees Are Blooming!
Almost everyone recognizes the invasive Kudzu vine. Some scientists consider the
Bradford pear to be as bad as kudzu, but most of the year we’re not aware of this tree. But now
that it’s early spring, we can see just how many of them there are. Most of the small trees that
you see now with white flowers are Bradford Pears. You’ll see them in yards, along road sides and
even in fields. These trees are a variety of the Callery pear which is found wild in China and
Vietnam. They were first brought to the USA in 1916 to help the pear orchards. The good fruit
pears are susceptible to fire blight disease but could be grafted on to the root of a Callery pear
which is resistant to this disease. In the 1950’s botanists worked to develop the Bradford pear as
an ornamental. The Bradford pear was very popular and was planted everywhere. It had a
beautiful shape, white flowers in early spring, and rich red and orange foliage in the fall. And
best of all, the trees would not produce messy fruit or seeds if self pollinated or pollinated with
another Bradford pear. What could possibly go wrong? Well, first of all, people noticed that
some of the flowers had a nasty fishy smell. The steep angle of the branches, which produces the
beautiful shape, caused huge limbs to break in wind or snow. The trees had a short life of only
about 25 years. Many people lined their driveways with Bradford pears but noticed that some of
them were different sizes after a few years. Many of the trees were much larger than predicted,
reaching a height of 50 feet. And then they produced small fruit which birds spread everywhere.
It seems that they produced fertile seeds if pollinated by other species of pears. With cross
breeding, some of the young shoots had large thorns and they grew in thickets. Today, few
nurseries sell Bradford pears and in some cities, it’s against the law to plant them. Chattanooga
has an active program to clear them out of fields and that’s not easy! They can’t be mowed down
with a tractor but have to be cut with a chain saw and the stumps treated with herbicide. At St.
Mark’s we have some Bradford Pear stumps and sprouts in our newly planted bank so we will
have to keep an eye on that area and remove all Bradford Pears that come up.

Saint of the Week by Marilyn Lance
Paul Cuffee, Minister to the Shinnecock Tribe
This week we go back to Colonial America and celebrate the life of a Native
American minister on March 4. Paul Cuffee was born on March 4, 1757 on
Shinnecock tribal land on the east end of Long Island, New York. The
Shinnecock tribe was one of about 14 Algonquin-speaking tribes that lived in
New England. They were a seafaring people famous for their beautiful shell
beads known as wampum. Europeans arrived in the mid 17th century and
began farming. The settlers used indentured servants, both white and
native, for labor on their farms and as craftsmen. African slaves were also
part of the labor force. Paul Cuffee was the 2nd of 7 sons born to Peter
Cuffee, a member of the Shinnecock tribe. Paul’s mother was part native
and part African. His mother’s father, Peter John, was a Christian minister.
At an early age Paul was indentured as a servant to a farmer and released
when he turned 21. After a wild youth Paul experienced a profound
religious awakening much like St. Paul. He began preaching and was
finally ordained in 1790 as a Presbyterian minister. In 1798, Paul received a
commission from the New York Missionary Society to labor with the
remnants of the Long Island Indians. He remained in this position until his
death in 1812. Paul Cuffey is better known than other ministers of his time
because a marker was placed on his grave. There are about 1200 members
of the Shinnecock Tribe living today.

February/March 2020
Sunday, March 1 - Lent 1
8:00 am Holy Eucharist Rite I
9:00 am Early Adult Sunday School
9:45 am Adult Sunday School
10:30 am Holy Eucharist Rite II
11:45 am Confirmation class

Sunday, March 8 Lent 2
8:00 am Holy Eucharist Rite I
9:00 am Early Adult Sunday School
9:45 am Adult Sunday School
10:30 am Holy Eucharist Rite II
11:45 am Confirmation class

Monday, March 2
10:00 am Quilting for others
4:00 pm Book Club

Office Hours:
Monday, March 2
Office Closed (Volunteer Only)

Wednesday, March 4
12:15 pm Healing Service
4:45 pm Handbell rehearsal
6:00 pm Yoga
7:15 pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal

Tuesday - Friday, March 3 - 6
10:00 am - 4:00 pm

Thursday Feb. 27 - Wednesday April 8
6:15 pm Lenten Evening Prayer Service
Fridays, weekly February 28th through
April 3rd
12:15 pm Stations of the Cross

We celebrate the lives that make up the
community of St. Mark’s Church.

Happy Birthday

Church Staff

Organist/Choir Director
Beth Nichols
Parish Administrator
Curry McClurken
Preschool Director
Laura Bock

Vestry
Adult Formation
Jan Littell
jlittell01012@gmail.com
Children and Youth Formation
Adam Davenport, Co-Chair
adam.jason.davenport@gmail.com
Juli Hayes, Co-Chair
adawgfan@optilink.us
Finance
Jim Halverson
Jim.halverson@regions.com
Jr. Warden
Jan Littell
jlittell01012@gmail.com

February 24 - March 1

Outreach
Adam Davenport, Co-Chair
adam.jason.davenport@gmail.com
Juli Hayes, Co-Chair
adawgfan@optilink.us

Stewardship Report

Pastoral Care
Sally Little
little.sally1@gmail.com

Giving for the end of the year 2019:
Weekly Giving
Total Giving for December
MTD Budgeted for December
Difference for December
YTD Budgeted
YTD Giving
YTD Difference

$
$
$
$
$
$
$

Parish Life
Deb Hull
deborahmariehull@gmail.com

24,995.00
58,979.16
31,250.00
27,729.16
325,000.00
336,789.86
11,789.86

Thank you for your generosity and support for the
work of God here at St. Mark’s!

Property & Grounds
Rick Jackson
ricky,martha,jackson@gmail.com
Sr. Warden
Rick Powell
rpowell_pts@yahoo.com
Stewardship
Rick Powell
rpowell_pts@yahoo.com
Welcoming
Bob Caperton
bob@barrettproperties.com
Worship
Marilyn Lance
lancemarilyn@yahoo.com

Intercessory Prayer List – February/March 2020
Pam Lewis

(Parishioners indicated by *)
Melvin Adams

Hannah Locke and family

*Geneva Albertson

Kelly Allgood

Jim Lord

*Joan Anderson

Thad Arms

Reese Lukei

*Walter Arms

Bobby Ray Armstrong

Ann Lumpkin

*William Brammer

Lynn Bailey

Minnie Marsh

*Max Buckner

Jean Bivens

Steve Masingill

*Jon Burchfield

Brenda

Bridget McClure

*Tracey Burke

Maxine Broeker

Maryanne McDaniel

*Patti and Gary Cole

Shirley Brown

Michelle

*Cathie Cope

Margie Bruner

Esme Miller

*Nola Culverson

Mary Bucy

Teresa Mitchell

*Lisa Dinverno

Susan Butler

Vicky Morris

*Scott Hamlin

Marita Cantrell

Charlie Neal

*Carolyn Hawkins

Judith Catalano

Rebekah Nichols

Carole Cook

Jeremy Norton

Sheila Couch

Martha Painter

Crystal

Mary Elizabeth Paris

Jack Dale

Randy Perry

Debbie

Steve Plott

Janelle Fergueson

Diana Poarch

Tiffany Fritz

Michelle Pritchett

Phil Gailey

Shirley Puckett

Harrison

Bob Rodric

Mary Haughie

Sarah

Janet Hayes

Mary Schaugh

Tasha Hemphill

Edwina Schwegmann

Hyde Family

John Sewell

Katherine Kelehear

Laura Stephens

Beverly Kellett

Terese

Aaron Kitchings

Bailey Underwood

James Lambert

Christine Williams

Austin Lansing

Melanie Wilson

Becky Lewis

Jason Yates

*Brenda Hoffmeyer
*Jacob Jones
*Steve Jordan Family
*Sue Killcreas
*Emilie Leyssens
*Jan Littell
*Sandy Martin
*Norman McCoy
*Kim Miller
*Teresa Noble
*Alice Oosterhoudt
*Ethel Rutledge
*John Schwenn
*Bernadette Smith
*Pete Smith & Family
*Mary Squires
*Carol Taylor
*Virginia Weaver
*Celia Williams

